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-     150   YEARS   AGO  - 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  Hospital  held  at  Bradford's  Coffee  House  this  5th 
October  1786. — 

An  application  being  made  from  the  Executors  of  Joshua  Delaplaines  Estate,  for  the  Interest  due  on 
the  Bond  given  him  from  ye  Corporation 

Order'd 

That  the  Treasurer  pay  them  the  Sum  of  £100  on  that  Acct. 

A  Letter  from  Peter  Sylvester  to  the  President  was  produced  and  read,  being  in  answer  to  one 
wrote  him  by  the  President — touching  the  Debt  due  from  Philip  Skeen  to  this  Corporation — and  in- 
forming that  he  is  in  possession  of  the  Mortgage  given  for  the  Security  of  the  same. 

Order'd 

That  a  Warrant  of  Attorney  under  Seal  be  made  out  to  Peter  Sylvester  for  the  prosecution  &  re- 
covery of  said  Debt. 

Respecting  the  Debt  due  from  William  Duer  to  this  Corporation 
Order'd 

That  a  Warrant  of  Attorney  be  made  out  to  Aaron  Burr,  in  order  for  his  prosecuting  &  recovering 
the  same. 

Order'd 

That  the  Committee  who  have  the  Care  of  the  Hospital  examin'  the  situation  of  said  Building — and 
where  it  appears  out  of  repair,  get  so  much  done  as  will  preserve  it  from  the  Weather; — they  are  also 
desir'd  to  apply  to  a  Magistrate  to  effect  the  removal  of  those  Persons  who  were  order'd  to  leave  it  a 
considerable  time  past. — George  Bowne  requesting  to  be  released  from  the  above  Committee,  Francis 
Bassett  is  appointed  in  his  room. 


Issue  ^ 


A  FRIENDLY  INVASION 

On  August  26,  1936,  the  Hospital  was 
host  to  a  group  of  thirty-five  medical  offi- 
cers from  the  Japanese  cruisers  "Iwate"  and 
"Yakumo"  which  visited  New  York  on  a 
training  cruise. 

Some  weeks  prior  to  their  arrival  a  re- 
quest was  received  from  Captain  H.  Yanagi- 
hara,  resident  Inspector  in  New  York,  that 
these  officers  be  allowed  to  visit  the  Hospi- 
tal. The  request  stated  further  that  this  was 
the  only  Hospital  to  be  visited  during  their 
stay  and  that  it  had  been  designated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Marine  at  Tokyo. 

The  Board  of  Governors  not  only  granted 


this  request,  but,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Augustine  J.  Smith,  stated  that  the  officers 
should  be  guests  of  the  Board  during  their 
visit  to  the  Hospital. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth, 
a  mass  of  white  uniforms  and  red  and  gold 
epaulettes  filled  the  Board  Room,  shining 
against  the  dim  background  of  the  panelled 
walls. 

Mr.  George  F.  Baker  was  present  to  rep- 
resent the  Board  of  Governors,  and  after  be- 
ing introduced  by  Dr.  Takami,  a  Cornell 
graduate,  welcomed  the  visitors  in  the  name 
of  the  Board.  A  member  of  the  Corporation 
staff  in  Japanese  requested  the  officers  to 


sign  the  guest  register.  As  the  signing  pro- 
ceeded, the  officers  were  formed  in  groups  of 
about  ten  and  started  on  their  tour  of  the 
Hospital  which  led  them  from  the  sub-base- 
ment to  the  eighteenth  floor. 

Lunch  was  served  in  the  Doctors'  Lounge, 
where  the  officers  did  full  justice,  despite  the 
absence  of  chop-sticks,  to  an  excellent  menu 
provided  by  the  Department  of  Nutrition. 

The  afternoon  was  occupied  by  a  visit  to 
Cornell  Medical  College,  whose  staff  pro- 
vided every  possible  facility,  and  to  the 
Rockefeller  Institute,  where  arrangements 
had  been  made  by  the  Hospital  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  officers. 
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PORTRAITS 

JOHN  JONES,  M.  D. 

(//;  order  that  continuity  may  be  pre- 
served, the  article  on  Dr.  John  Jones,  an 
installment  of  which  appeared  in  the  Au- 
gust issue,  is  printed  below  in  full.) 

The  portrait  of  Dr.  John  Jones,  painted 
by  Alexander  Laurie  from  an  original  by 
Charpel  hangs  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  transept  leading  to  the  Governors 
room,  in  company  with  those  of  Dr.  J. 
Kearny  Rogers,  Wright  Post  and  Valentine 
Mott.  ' 

Dr.  Jones  was  attending  physician  from 
1774  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1791. 

As  a  matter  of  precedence.  Doctor  Jones' 
portrait  should  have  been  the  subject  of 
a  biographical  sketch  before  any  other,  with 
the  exception  of  Samuel  Bard,  because 
Bard,  Middleton  and  Jones  were  the  first  to 
be  appointed  on  the  staff  of  the  New  York 
Hospital.  Their  names  also  appear  as  the 
"petitioners"  in  the  Royal  Charter  granted 
by  King  George  the  Third. 

While  Samuel  Bard  inspired  the  found- 
ing of  the  Hospital  as  a  result  of  his  com- 
mencement address  in  1869,  it  was  John 
Jones  who  was  sent  abroad  to  Europe  in 
order  to  study  medical  institutions  and  who 
drew  up  the  plan  known  as  the  "Jones  plan" 
which  was  later  adopted  in  the  construction 
of  the  first  hospital  building. 

Jones  had  been  much  impressed  by  the 
unsanitary  conditions  of  some  of  the  Euro- 
pean hospitals  he  had  visited  and  their  lack 
of  ventilation.  He  spoke  especially  about 
some  of  those  in  Paris. 

It  was  for  this  reason  probably  that  he 
strove  to  provide  abundant  cross  ventilation 
in  his  plans  for  the  New  York  Hospital. 

Jones  was  of  Welsh  extraction  and  his 
family  belonged  to  the  religious  society  of 
Friends.  His  grandfather,  Dr.  Edward  Jones, 
came  to  this  country  and  settled  near  Phila- 
delphia, marrying  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Wynne,  Speaker  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania House. 

John  Jones'  father,  Evan  Jones,  studied 
medicine  and  practiced  for  a  time  at  Meri- 
on,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  moved  to  Long 
Island  where  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Stevenson.  John  Jones,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  was  born  in  Jamaica,  Long  Is- 
land, in  1729,  the  oldest  of  four  sons.  He 
received  his  early  education  at  home  and 
later  at  a  private  school  in  New  York  City. 

"Having  a  natural  instinct  for  the  medi- 
cal profession,"  both  grandfathers  and  his 
father  having  been  physicians,  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  age  of  18  under 
the  preceptorship  of  the  great  Dr.  Thomas 
Cadwallader  of  Philadelphia. 

According  to  Thatcher  whose  biography 
is  the  most  important  source  of  informa- 
tion, "Jones  indicated  a  special  interest  and 
fondness  for  anatomical  research." 

This  probably  led  to  his  later  proficiency 
in  operative  surgery. 


At  this  time  this  country  afforded  no 
opportunity  for  formal  education  in  medi- 
cine. None  of  the  later  institutions  had  as 
yet  been  founded.  The  only  source  of  medi- 
cal knowledge  was  to  be  found  assisting 
some  older  physician  in  his  practice. 

When  Jones  had  developed  this  source 
of  knowledge  to  its  fullest  extent  he  fol- 
lowed the  usual  course  of  those  days  and 
visited  Europe  in  order  to  improve  himself 
in  his  profession. 

He  first  went  to  London  and  attended 
the  lectures  of  Dr.  Hunter,  Dr.  M'Kenzie, 
and  others  who  were  then  eminent  in  their 
respective  branches.  He  attended  the  sur- 
gical clinics  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospi- 
tal where  Dr.  Percival  Pott  was  senior  sur- 
geon and  at  the  height  of  his  reputation. 
From  London  he  went  to  France  in  May, 
1757,  and  obtained  the  degree  of  Doctor 
in  Medicine  from  the  University  of  Rheims. 

He  then  went  to  Paris  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  following  spring,  attend- 
ing the  anatomical  lectures  of  Monsieur  M. 
Petit  and  attending  the  clinical  rounds  at 
the  Hotel  Dieu  where  Lecat  and  LeDran 
were  then  surgeons.  He  later  spent  some 
time  at  Leyden  and  finally  visited  Edinburgh 
before  completing  his  medical  tour. 

On  returning  to  this  country  be  settled 
in  New  York  City  where  his  abilities 
soon  procured  him  an  extensive  practice. 
He  devoted  much  attention  to  operative 
surgery  and  was  the  first  to  perform  the 
operation  of  lithotomy  in  this  country. 

His  success  in  several  cases  of  this  kind 
made  him  distinguished  as  an  operator 
throughout  the  middle  and  eastern  states  of 
America. 

This  was  particularly  true  as  the  opera- 
tion frequently  attempted  by  others  had 
not  been  successful,  and  Jones'  skill  proved 
that  this  was  no  longer  the  dangerous  oper- 
ation many  had  been  made  to  believe. 

In  the  year  1755,  during  the  existence 
of  a  war  between  France  and  the  colonies, 
a  considerable  alarm  was  occasioned  by  re- 
port of  an  intended  attack  of  the  enemy 
upon  the  frontiers  of  the  state  and  Dr. 
Jones,  among  others,  entered  as  a  volunteer 
surgeon  to  the  troops  raised  upon  the  occa- 
sion. He  served  in  this  capacity  with  great 
distinction  until  the  close  of  the  campaign. 

In  the  defeat  of  the  French  troops,  the 
French  commander,  General  Dieskau,  was 
dangerously  wounded  and  being  taken  pris- 
oner, immediately  placed  himself  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Jones  who  attended  him  for  a 
considerable  time  in  New  York. 

When  the  medical  school  was  founded, 
under  the  auspices  of  Kings  College,  Dr. 
Jones  was  appointed  the  first  professor  of 
surgery,  "making  known  to  his  students  the 
improving  modes  of  practice  lately  adopted 
in  Europe." 

For  a  considerable  part  of  his  early  life 
Dr.  Jones  had  been  afflicted  by  asthma  and 
had  a  long  struggle  to  overcome  this  dis- 
ea.se.  In  spite  of  his  own  efforts  and  those 


of  his  colleagues,  treatment  had  proved  in- 
effectual. 

He  therefore  made  another  voyage  to 
Europe  and  sailed  for  London.  Here,  in  a 
thick  smoke  and  impure  atmosphere,  he 
experienced  considerable  .illeviation  of  his 
complaint ;  and  probably  the  permanent  al- 
teration in  his  health  which  he  afterwards 
enjoyed,  may  in  some  measure  be  attribu- 
ted to  the  effects  of  his  residence  in  Lon- 
don. 

During  his  sojourn  in  London  he  em- 
ployed himself  in  collecting  subscriptions 
for  the  New  York  Hospital. 

He  again  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
his  friend,  Mr.  Pott,  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  of  renewing  the  intercourse 
which  had  previously  commenced  between 
them. 

Unlike  many  who  suppose  all  knowledge 
to  become  stationary  at  the  time  of  their 
leaving  college,  he  was  still  willing  to  be 
taught  by  those  who  had  formerly  been  his 
instructors,  and  who,  from  the  greater  op- 
portunities they  enjoyed,  would  be  enabled 
to  afford  him  much  information.  He  again 
attended  the  lectures  of  his  old  master,  Dr. 
Hunter. 

The  following  year  he  returned  to  New 
York,  resuming  his  lectures  and  delivering 
several  courses.  In  the  autumn  of  the  next 
year,  1775.  he  published  his  "Plain  Re- 
marks upon  Wounds  and  Fractures"  which 
he  dedicated  to  his  old  preceptor.  Dr.  Cad- 
wallader. 

This  was  the  first  medical  book  published 
in  America,  and  the  only  work  ever  pub- 
lished by  Dr.  Jones.  This  book  was  intend- 
ed for  the  instruction  and  guidance  of  army 
physicians  and  was  considered  the  most 
useful  manual  of  surgical  treatment  that 
had  been  published  up  to  that  time. 

As  Thacher  states,  "No  present  could 
have  been  more  acceptable  to  his  country, 
and  no  gifts  more  opportunely  made;  many 
persons  were  chosen  to  act  as  surgeons,  who 
from  their  few  opportunities  were  but  ill 
qualified  for  the  office. 

He  had  prepared  another  work  for  the 
press  but  it  was  prevented  by  the  most  base 
treachery  from  being  given  to  the  world. 
This  was  a  co-Tiple^e  collection  of  meteor- 
ological observations  with  an  account  of  the 
reigning  diseases  during  that  period. 

This  is  said  to  have  been  ready  for  the 
press  at  the  time  of  his  departure  from 
New  York  and  which  he  left,  together  with 
valuable  manuscripts  and  anatomical  prep- 
arations, in  a  place  of  apparent  safety.  "They 
would  have  remained  in  safety  had  not  a 
brother  professor,  who  became  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance  and  knew  the  value 
of  the  deposit,  perfidiously  seized  on  it, 
with  a  view  of  converting  it  to  his  own  prof- 
it, by  whom  the  whole  were  lost  to  the  world 
and  himself." 

The  business  of  teaching,  as  well  as  of 
private  practice,  was  soon  after  interrupted 
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by  the  commotions  of  his  country  and  the 
actual  development  of  the  Revolution.  War 
was  declared  and,  the  British  army  having 
taken  possession  of  New  York,  Dr.  Jones 
had  previously  left  the  city  and  retired  to 
the  country. 

Although  assured  that  he  would  not  be 
disturbeil  on  account  of  his  political  prin- 
ciples if  he  remained  in  the  city,  he  refused 
to  consider  the  urgent  requests  of  his  friends 
among  the  loyalists  to  return  to  New  York. 

He  conceived  it  criminal  even  to  be  a 
silent  spectator  of  a  contest  carried  on 
against  a  country  that  gave  him  birth,  and 
therefore  accepted  a  seat  in  the  senate  of 
New  York  for  the  southern  district. 

When  he  could  no  longer  be  useful  in 
this  capacity,  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  army  where  he  rendered  im- 
portant service  to  his  suffering  fellow  sol- 
diers, by  healing  the  wounds  which  they  re- 
ceived in  the  cause  of  liberty. 

However,  his  delicate  constitution  did 
not  permit  him  to  continue  in  military  ser- 
vice and  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  re- 
turn again  to  private  practice. 

On  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  in 
1778  he  went  there  and  finding,  during  his 
stay,  a  relative  freedom  from  asthma  he  de- 
termined to  take  up  his  residence  in  that 
city.  In  1780  he  moved  to  Philadelphia  per- 
manently. 

On  the  resignation  of  Dr.  John  Redman, 
as  one  of  the  physicians  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  Dr.  Jones  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  and  was  continued  in  office  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

This  marks  the  date  of  his  virtual  sep- 
aration from  the  New  York  Hospital,  al- 
though he  retained  the  appointment  until 
1791.  His  further  activities  are  identified 
almost  entirely  with  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  and  the  Humane  Society 
of  which  he  was  the  first  president. 

Later  on  he  was  also  instrumental  in  es- 
tablishing a  dispensary  in  connection  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  for  the  reason 
that  because  of  economic  stress  the  Hospi- 
tal found  it  necessary  to  confine  within 
narrower  limits  its  philanthropic  service  to 
"in-patients." 

Dr.  Jones  was  an  intimate  friend  and  also 
a  physician  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  at- 
tended him  during  his  last  illness. 

He  was  remembered  by  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin in  his  will.  Dr.  Jones  wrote  a  most  in- 
teresting detailed  account  of  the  last  illness 
of  his  illustrious  patient,  which  was  incor- 
porated in  Franklin's  biography. 

In  the  summer  of  1790,  when  New  York 
City  was  still  the  capital  of  the  United 
States,  President  Washington  was  taken 
seriously  ill  and  other  assistance  besides  that 
of  his  attending  physician  became  necessary. 

An  express  was  sent  to  Dr.  Jones,  request- 
ing him  to  come  to  New  York,  and  although 
he  was  much  engaged  in  private  practice  he 
lost  no  time  in  flying  at  the  call  of  a  man 


in  whose  welfare  so  many  millions  of  free- 
men were  interested. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  New  York  he  found 
that  the  disease  from  being  of  an  inflam- 
matory nature,  had  terminated  in  an  alarm- 
ing state  of  debility,  and  violent  spasmodic 
difficulty  of  breathing,  which  threatened  the 
greatest  danger. 

Dr.  Thacher  is  unacquainted  with  the 
particular  circumstances,  but  the  fact  is  that 
within  a  few  hours  after  the  first  visit  a  man- 
ifest alteration  for  the  better  was  per- 
ceived, and  in  a  few  days  the  President  was 
out  of  danger.  The  importance  of  the  ser- 
vice rendered  was  not  forgotten. 

On  the  removal  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  Philadelphia,  the  President  chose 
him  as  family  physician,  and  he  continued 
in  that  honorable  station  until  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Shortly  after  that.  Dr.  Jones'  career  was 
put  to  a  stop  by  his  untimely  death. 

In  June,  1791,  he  was  severely  fatigued 
after  a  horseback  ride  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  a  very 
sultry  day.  Towards  evening  the  air  became 
cool.  Being  dressed  in  a  light  manner,  he 
was  not  prepared  for  this  sudden  change. 
He  visited  several  patients  who  required 
his  attendance,  before  his  return  home. 

This  was  followed  by  an  acute  illness  to 
which  he  succumbed  in  the  course  of  the 
next  five  or  six  days,  in  the  sixty-third  year 
of  his  life. 

"His  remains  were  deposited  in  the 
Friends'  burial  ground,  and  his  funeral  was 
conducted  in  a  plain  manner  and  strictly 
suitable  to  the  regulations  of  that  religious 
society.  It  was  attended  by  the  members  of 
the  Philosophical  Society,  his  medical  breth- 
ren of  the  college,  and  those  numerous  cit- 
izens who  knew  his  worth,  and  will  long 
regret  his  death." 

Thacher  describes  Dr.  Jones  as  a  person 
of  middle  size  with  moderate  but  well  form- 
ed chest,  and  thin  habit.  His  eye  was  quick 
and  penetrating,  his  countenance  cheerful 
but  sedate,  and  his  whole  deportment  was 
easy,  though  polite.  He  was  said  to  have 
been  free  and  easy  of  access.  Owing  his 
fame  and  reputation  neither  to  powerful 
friends  or  connections,  nor  to  any  lucky 
circumstances,  he  continued  to  be  dependent 
alone  on  his  own  abilities  for  the  interest 
and  support  in  the  profession. 

There  was,  notwithstanding,  such  a  grav- 
ity of  appearance  and  dignity  of  manners, 
as  never  failed  to  command  respect  and  es- 
teem. 

These  qualities  of  sturdy  individualism 
are  illustrated  by  circumstances  which  oc- 
curred early  in  his  career  in  New  York  City. 
At  that  time  some  of  the  physicians  entered 
into  a  resolution  to  distinguish  themselves 
from  the  rest  of  their  fellow  citizens  by  a 
particular  mode  of  wearing  their  hair;  and 
among  the  rest,  it  was  proposed  to  Dr. 
Jones,  but  instead  of  receiving  his  assent, 


the  principle  of  it  was  strongly  opposed  by 
him. 

Persuaded  of  the  dignity  of  the  medical 
character  in  it.sclf,  he  did  not  see  the  need 
of  calling  in  artificial  aid  to  increase  it,  and 
therefore  refused  to  consent  to  the  plan,  and 
insisted  upon  the  great  inpropriety  of  es- 
t.ibli.shing  any  external  mark  to  distinguish 
them  from  the  rest  of  mankind. 

He  declared  at  the  same  time  that  he  con- 
sidered that,  and  every  similar  means  to  im- 
pose upon  the  weakness  or  credulity  of 
others,  as  unworthy  the  members  of  a  lib- 
eral profession,  and  as  intended  to  enforce 
that  attention  and  respect  which  their  own 
conduct  and  abilities  should  always  com- 
mand. 

While  the  rest  of  the  practitioners,  there- 
fore, were  seen  strutting  about  in  their  new 
fashioned  'bob,"  Dr.  Jones  could  not  be 
"distinguished  from  any  well  bred  gentle- 
jiian  of  another  profession." 

In  consequence  of  Dr.  Jones'  refusal 
to  adopt  this  plan,  an  agreement  was  made 
not  to  consult  with  him.  This  agreement 
was  of  little  avail.  So  great  was  his  reputa- 
tion among  the  people  in  general  that  in 
one  instance  the  physician  who  attempted  to 
carry  out  the  boycott,  was  himself  dismissed. 

A  few  such  instances  effectually  operated 
to  expose  the  medical  coterie  to  general 
ridicule  and  the  object  of  the  association 
was  entirely  defeated.  Thereafter,  the  mem- 
bers were  under  the  necessity  of  wearing 
their  hair  like  the  rest  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  same  principle  which  actuated  Dr. 
Jones  in  the  above  circumstance,  actuated 
him  in  matters  of  greater  importance. 

Pure  in  his  principles  as  a  republican,  he 
considered  titles  as  the  pageantry  of  cox- 
combs, and  like  the  royal  stamp  set  upon 
false  coin;  by  covering  much  base  metal,  in- 
stead of  creating  respect,  they  serve  to  de- 
tract from  the  little  honor  to  which  their 
possessors  might  otherwise  be  entitled. 

As  a  surgeon.  Dr.  Jones  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  profession  in  this  country;  and  he 
may  be  deservedly  considered  as  the  chief 
instrument  in  effecting  the  remarkable  rev- 
olution in  that  branch  of  healing  art. 

He  was  the  first  to  return  from  his  Euro- 
pean studies  with  a  conviction  that  surgery 
should  be  developed  as  a  separate  branch 
of  medicine.  His  success  in  the  operation  of 
lithotomy  has  been  referred  to,  and  none 
have  been  said  to  equal  him  in  dexterity 
in  carrying  out  this  procedure. 

From  long  practice  he  had  acquired  a 
facility  in  operating  to  which  few  surgeons 
have  arrived.  One  of  his  contemporaries 
has  testified,  "I  have  seldom  known  him 
longer  than  three  minutes  in  lithotomy,  and 
he  has  sometimes  finished  the  whole  in  one 
minute  and  a  half!" 

He  also  gained  considerable  reputation 
as  an  obstetrician  and  in  this  difficult  and 
important  branch  he  was  eminently  success- 
ful. 
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He  paid  particular  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject during  his  studies  in  Europe  and  avail- 
ed himself  of  ever)'  opportunity  to  become 
qualified  in  its  practice,  both  by  attending 
various  hospitals  and  also  through  the  pri- 
vate practice  of  different  professors. 

In  the  lectures  which  he  himself  delivered 
at  Kings  College  he  dwelt  much  on  this 
subject,  and  he  may  justly  be  considered  as 
the  first  who  gave  the  medical  students  of 
New  York  State  a  proper  and  rational  no- 
tion of  the  art. 

He  has  seldom  had  recourse  to  artificial 
aids,  but  in  case  of  necessity  he  never  failed 
to  employ  them.  His  becoming  modesty  and 
delicacy,  of  deportment  combined  in  help- 
ing to  win  the  esteem  of  his  patients. 

Dr.  Jones  likewise  earned  distinction  as 
a  physician.  Tliough  educated  in  the  school 
of  Boerhave,  he  never  professed  an  im- 
plicit faith  in  that,  or  any  other  system. 

Like  every  judicious  physician  he  was 
guided  by  sound  general  principles,  varying 
his  practice  with  the  varying  circumstances 
of  the  case. 

The  success  of  his  practice  was  the  best 
proof  of  the  truth  of  his  principles,  and  of 
the  judgment  which  directed  their  applica- 
tion. He  lamented  the  imperfection  of  the 
science,  and  never  refused  the  adoption  of 
any  rational  means  of  increasing  its  certain- 
ty, or  the  use  of  any  remedy  because  it  was 
new,  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  exper- 
ience and  had  reason  and  probability  to  rec- 
ommend it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  caution  with 
which  he  gave  way  to  many  much  famed 
antidotes  whose  short  lived  reputation 
proved  their  merit,  marked  him  the  safe 
and  prudent  practitioner. 

Thacher  mentions  one  particular  trait  in 
the  character  of  Dr.  Jones  which  he  feels 
should  be  mentioned ;  namely,  that  he  made 
It  a  rule  never  to  give  advice,  and  seldom 
gave  it,  unless  he  had  assurance  that  it  was 
asked  in  sincerity. 

In  such  cases  if  he  thought  himself  cap- 
able of  informing,  he  seldom  scrupled  to 
give  it,  observing,  however,  never  to  make 
use  of  any  persuasion  to  induce  it  to  be  fol- 
lowed, but  leaving  the  party  to  decide  for 
himself. 

The  same  prudential  motives  likewise 
showed  themselves  in  the  caution  with  which 
he  contracted  friendships. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life,  as  was  men- 
tioned above,  he  had  suffered  through  the 
villainy  of  a  man  in  whose  honor  he  had 
trusted,  and  dear  as  the  price  was  at  which 
this  knowledge  of  human  nature  was  ob- 
tained, it  was  not  purchased  in  vain.  It 
taught  him  a  lesson  and  pointed  out  the 
necessity  of  not  placing  such  implicit  con- 
fidence in  men,  who,  though  they  show  a 
specious  outside  garb  of  friendship,  are 
actuated  solely  by  self-interest. 

In  a  brief  life  and  work  of  Dr.  Jones'  writ- 
ten by  Dr.  Lobingier  140  years  after  Dr. 


Jones'  death,  he  gives  the  following  quo- 
tation from  Dr.  James  Mease's  biography: 
"Besides  a  competent  acquaintance  with  the 
learned  languages,  which  are  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  every  other  acquisition,  he 
must  possess  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
structure  of  the  human  body,  acquired  not 
only  by  attending  anatomical  lectures,  but 
by  frequent  di.ssections  of  dead  bodies  with 
his  own  hands  ....  There  must  be  a  hap- 
piness as  well  as  art,  to  complete  the  char- 
acter of  the  great  surgeon.  He  ought  to 
have  firm  steady  hands  and  be  able  to  use 
both  alike;  a  strong  clear  sight,  and  above 
all  a  mind  calm  and  intrepid,  yet  humane 
and  compassionate,  avoiding  every  appear- 
ance of  terror  and  cruelty  to  his  patients 
amid  the  most  severe  operations  ....  Who- 
ever has  acquired  just  and  general  ideas  of 
the  nature  of  a  disease  will  seldom  be  at  a 
loss  how  to  apply  them  on  particular  oc- 
casions; and  to  him  who  wants  those  ideas, 
no  rules  or  directions  will  be  of  much  con- 
sequence." 

Dr.  Lobingier  emphasized  Dr.  Jones'  con- 
viction that  surgery  was  a  distinct  and  sep- 
arate branch  of  practice.  He  points  him  out 
as  not  only  the  first  professor  of  surgery  in 
America,  but  also  accords  him  the  title  of 
"Father  of  American  Surgery."  Dr.  Lob- 
ingier's  introduction  is  a  fitting  conclusion 
as  to  Dr.  Jones'  contribution  to  American 
medicine  and  surgery  "The  finest  traditions 
of  organized  science  spring  from  the  im- 
pulses which  animated  the  early  masters. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Jones  is  intimately  as- 
sociated with  the  earliest  and  most  inspir- 
ing traditions  of  the  science  of  surgery  in 
America."  W.  C.  K. 

 o  

DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGINEERING 
THE  MACHINE  SHOP 

Among  the  various  duties  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Engineering  and  Maintenance  is 
the  task  of  repairing  and  keeping  in  order 
all  mechanical  apparatus  throughout  the  en- 
tire hospital  and  one  branch  of  this  service 
rendered  is  the  unhonored  and  unsung  Ma- 
chine Shop. 

Here  during  the  course  of  a  month  comes 
an  average  of  three  hundred  different  or- 
ders. This  does  not  comprise  the  various 
orders  it  gets  from  the  Engineering  De- 
partment. Orders  come  in  to  repair  floor 
scrubbing  machines,  dough  mixers,  mop 
wringers,  food  trucks,  laundry  trucks,  laun- 
dry machinery,  butcher  knives  to  be  sharp- 
ened, surgical  instruments  to  be  repaired, 
changing  over  and  making  parts  of  hospi- 
tal beds,  tuning  up  commutators  for  elec- 
tric motors,  new  bushings  and  pins  for  all 
the  machinery  in  the  plant  and  hospital. 

In  addition  to  the  few  items  enumerated 
above  the  Machine  Shop  is  also  asked  to  de- 
sign and  make  instruments  and  mechanical 
articles  for  the  various  doctors  and  scien- 
tists in  the  hospital. 

Several  new  instruments  have  been  de- 
signed  and  manufactured   here  upon  the 


request  of  certain  doctors,  who  have  given 
a  general  idea  of  what  they  wished  to  ac- 
complish. The  General  Electric  X-Ray  Co. 
have  tried  to  get  permission  to  use  a  focus- 
ing attachment  for  fluoroscope  films  that 
was  designed  and  built  in  the  Machine; 
Shop  here.  j 

The  Machine  Shop  changed  over  a  screen 
raising  mechanism  in  the  Cornell  College 
that  the  manufacturers  themselves  could  not 
make  operate  successfully. 

The  Machine  Shop  has  designed  and 
made  new  and  better  appartus  for  the  chil- 
dren's section  of  the  hospital.  In  fact,  a 
complete  description  of  the  manifold  ser- 
vices rendered  by  this  division  would  be 
impossible  to  print  in  several  Bulletins. 

As  has  been  shown  in  addition  to  the 
regular  duties  of  the  Machine  Shop  in  the 
repairing  of  all  machinery  in  the  plant  and 
apparatus  rooms,  all  departments  in  the  hos- 
pital send  in  from  five  to  thirty  orders  per 
day  and  all  are  important  and  must  be  done 
right  away  regardless  of  what  particular  job 
the  machinists  are  doing,  as  will  be  easily 
seen  all  these  things  cannot  be  done  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  so  somebody  must 
wait. 

It  is  the  practice  of  this  department  to  do 
the  most  important  things  first,  for  instance, 
any  piece  of  apparatus  from  an  operating 
room,  where  life  or  death  may  depend  upon 
its  repair  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  will 
take  precedence  over  repairing  a  floor  scrub- 
bing machine  or  a  food  truck. 

All  things  being  equal,  repairs  on  the 
main  engines  takes  precedence  over  any 
other  work,  save  great  emergencies.  The 
various  departments  of  the  hospital  could 
save  many  dollars  in  repairs  and  renewals 
if  they  would  send  the  apparatus  promptly 
at  the  first  sign  of  being  out  of  order,  in- 
stead of  waiting  until  the  machine  has 
broken  down  completely. 

Certain  machines  have  been  sent  to  this 
department  so  badly  worn  that  new  parts 
have  had  to  be  ordered  necessitating  a  de- 
lay of  from  two  to  three  weeks  before  the 
machine  can  be  returned  to  service.  Often 
times  a  little  adjustment  and  oiling  will 
save  the  delay  and  from  $10.00  to  $100.00 
repair  bills  from  the  manufacturer,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  expense  incurred  in  this 
department. 

All  machinery  subject  to  wear  should  be 
sent  for  overhauling  and  repairs  on  a  regu- 
lar schedule  and  if  the  various  departments 
will  take  this  advice  to  heart  they  will  be 
surprised  to  find  out  how  much  their  up- 
keep has  decreased  in  cost  and  also  how 
much  more  work  they  will  be  able  to  ac- 
complish wiith  a  minimum  of  outages  in 
repairs. 

Kindly  be  patient  when  you  have  to  wait 
as  often  times  the  other  person  is  just  as 
anxious  for  his  or  her  work  to  be  done  as 
you  are,  and  remember — "A  stitch  in  time 
saves  nine,  and  sometimes  ninety-nine". 


